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Summary: Neither the proportion of that

are causative for nor the nearly ubiquitous presence of

environments are important factors in determining

the incidence of caused by this . The

overwhelming risk factor for this disease is the level and quality of care and

husbandry provided to the is a disease of poor

management and not environmental presence. Therefore, a release of

into the general environment would not increase

caused by . that provide with clean, dry

shelter, ensuring that s are denied access to locations, and

practice have far less risk for , as well as

caused by numerous other pathogens associated with lack of sanitation.

Fortunately, the vast majority of in North America recognize the

importance of sound husbandry for their . This is not just a result of

economic incentives from control, but also genuine concern for the

health and well being of the animals that are in their care.

If you have any questions regarding my comments, please feel free to contact

me.

Sincerely,

es
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